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IHE BLUES SCALE AND ITS US2

5

The Blues Seale cemsists of the following tones:.Root,?3rd,éth,#4tn(b5),5ch and 97en.
. Bzample: ¥ Blues Seale . . . . F, AP, 8P, g, g, Eb, P

Whee playing z twelve bar blues in the key of G, you may want fo use the blues sozie
exciusively: G, Bb, €, Bh, &, F, G.

When playing & twelve bar biues in the key of Bb, you may wankt %o use the Bb blues
sczle exclusively: Bb, Db, Eb, 2, F, Ab, Bk.

Zhe Blues gcale eanm zlsc be used over mimor shords when the minor chazd is sounded
fav 2, 4, 8 or 16 measures or lomger.

Szample: 1f D Minmor {5 sounded for eight measpras, you =may use the § Sluez
geale - D, F, G, &b, A, G, D.
®her playing im minor tenalivies you may choose $o zltarmste between the Derizn
wizer znd the BElues scile, both having the same root tone,

Erample: D minor {s sounded for eight measuzes - play D minor [Derizn} er
play b Blues scale or altarnata between the two scale zsunds.

The Hlues scale iz used to comvey o “Funky”, "Down—Eoms™, "farthy" or "Sluegy”
geuzd/feel. Den't tun it {n the ground 5y overuse! Bhythe and blues players use
thig szale extensively. Experimenc with the Blues seales listed delow amd apply
the= t& the rezorded tracka en the play 2 long record.

After you become familiar with the Blues szale zs I have it liseed Fou @ay want Lo
sdd tomes to the scale whieh give the seale sound more varisty.

Exzmple:r ¥ Blues gcale . . . F, G, Ab, A&, BB, B, £, D, £, E, F.
Thie szcale sounds strange when played straight up ot dowa. Jazz players usually play
bits and pieces of the scale ar make up licks ucilizing certain notes of rhe scale.
Tou may wamt to transpase this scale to all wwelve kevs for practice,
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¥ Jazz Rhythms for Improvisation

Monica Shriver

www.masiclgssons.monicashriver.com

CoNeeprs 10 Covee

1) SwiNg Peel

1) heticuLaTIoN
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Improvisation is the ability to falk to oneself.
— Cecil Taylor

4) Feee \MPROVISING USING THESE SHYTRMS
(71ME / No CuaNges)

5) IMPREVISING USING THE MASOE AQPEGGIO
6} IMPROVISING USING THE BLUES SeaLe

7) CHEEY 00T STUPE SMITH - TALL VIELINGT
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